FOR ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE MEMBERS

WHAT BEING TEXAN MEANS




This storm season, have peace-of-mind for your home...
and everything inside it... with a Mueller metal roof.

(ommercial grade
Hail resistant
Fire resistant

To learn more about the strength, durability and beauty
of a Mueller metal roof, see the experts at your nearest
Mueller location... or call 877-2-MUELLER.

M UELLER, INC.

Metal Buildings, Roofing and Components

33 Convenient Locations Throughout the Southwest!
Call 877-2-MUELLER (268-3553) for the Location Nearest You.

Visit Our Online Color Selector at www.Muellerinc.com
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CURRENTS

“Texas is the
finest portion

Bee Aware of the globe that

FLOW HIVE, an Australian company that markets has eVe r b 1 e S S e d

a structure to harvest honey without disturbing o o %)
the bees, reminds us as we recognize World \ my VlSlon .
Honey Bee Day on August 15 how essential bees

are to life on Earth. The more than 19,000 species —SAM HOUSTON

of bees are responsible for pollinating 30% of the

world’s food crops and 90% of wild plants.

For the past 15 years, bee populations have What can you doto
been declining at an alarming rate largely due to help bees thrive?
climate change, habitat loss and pesticide use. Putthe s

prays away.
Worker bees, which are female, produce about F I N IS H T H IS
. . Plant bee-friendly flowers.

a twelfth of a teaspoon of honey in their five- to
six-week life span. These are the only bees most Let your veggie and herb S E N T E N C E

people ever see. plants flower. W H E N | T H | N K

Educate children on the

importance of pollinators. O F TEXAS'

| THINK OF ...

v - Tell us how you would finish
that sentence. Email your short
responses to letters@Texas
CoopPower.com or comment on
our Facebook post. Include your
co-op and city. Here are some
of the responses to our June
prompt: To me, being a Texan
means...

It's already 90 degrees by
9 a.m. and saying, "Oh, what
a beautiful day.”

MIKE WHITLEY
GRAYSON-COLLIN EC
MCKINNEY

e O

-
g

'.

Being the salt of the earth
and having a salty story or
two to prove it.

MARK BROWNING
SAM HOUSTON EC
GOODRICH

*

Not being a Californian anymore.

DALENE MASDEN
MEDINA EC
MICO

6‘

Naturally saying y'all and fixin'.

CANDY PENNINGTON KIESOW
HOUSTON COUNTY EC
GRAPELAND

1 i To see more responses, read
i oo : Currents online.

4
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TCP'S
NEW LOOK

From cover to cover, Texas

Co-op Power is a new magazine.

Read, enjoy and share your
ideas about every section. We
want to hear from all 3.7 million

of you, by email or on Facebook.

12736

feet

Ashrita Furman caught
an intact water balloon
thrown 127.36 feet by
Bipin Larkin—a world
record—on August 8,
2012, in New York.
August 7 is National
Water Balloon Day.

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

Acclaimed
Clipper

HENRY MILLER MORGAN opened the first college for African
American barbers in 1933 in downtown Tyler. The school had
only five chairs, but it thrived, and within 20 years Morgan
had opened schools in Houston, Dallas, New York, Missis-
sippi and Arkansas.

Morgan was born 125 years ago—August 25, 1895, in Tyler.

Contests and More

ON TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

FOCUS ON TEXAS PHOTO CONTEST
On Wheels

$500 RECIPE CONTEST
Vegetarian

WIN A BOOK
Enter to win copies of three books
mentioned in this issue.

FROM OUR ARCHIVE
Want more about cowboy hats?
Check out Cowboy Hatters from April 2016.

AUGUST 2020 TEXAS CO-OP POWER 5



DON RUTLEDGE | COURTESY WINGS PRESS _

TCP TALK

Rare Treat

The last time I saw a horny toad was
15-plus years ago, and that was the first
time I had seen one in probably 25
years [The Lizard Brigade, June 2020].
I caught the little guy to show my boys;
they had never seen one before. We
looked him over. I didn’t want to let
him go, but I knew we had to.

0

| grew up playing with
these prehistoric
lizards just a mile from
where | currently live
[The Lizard Brigade,
June 2020]. These
fellas are still breeding
strong out here.

ALICEA LOGAN-
MASTERS
VIA FACEBOOK

Tammie Frenzel
Heart of Texas EC
Westphalia

An Alternate Reality

“Iread Black Like Me
in 1967 in high school.
Eye-opening and inspir-
ing, which led me to
choose I Have a Dream
for a class presentation.”

NAVASOTA VALLEY EC
JEWETT

Oh, My: No Mi Tierra?
I am aghast you did not
include Mi Tierra in the heart

Dear Dairy
Ilove the photo on telling
us Texas Tech University

of El Mercado [We Brake for
Queso, June 2020]. Opened in
1941, sitting 500 patrons at a
time and slinging enchiladas

will have a vet school [More
Critter Care, Currents, June
2020]. Texas A&M is a fab-
ulous institution, but they

24 hours a day, 365 days a
year.

discontinued their dairy
science program several years
ago. (Your photo showed a
Holstein dairy calf.) Texas
Tech will, I hope, bring dairy
science back to our veterinary
programs.

Noble Dunson
Central Texas EC
Kingsland

We don’t want to forget
Guadalupe’s Mexican
Restaurant in Gladewater.
T've been eating there for
24 years and have not had
one bad meal.

Gabrielle Gordon
Tri-County EC
Tarrant County

WRITE TO US
letters@TexasCoopPower.com
Patricia Martin
Cherokee County EC
Starrville

Editor, Texas Co-op Power
1122 Colorado St., 24th Floor
Austin, TX 78701

Please include your electric
co-op and town. Letters may

be edited for clarity and length.
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ONE ASSET SOARS ABOVE ALL OTHERS

GET YOUR FREE ULTIMATE GOLD DIVERSIFICATION KIT FROM U.S. MONEY RESERVE!

- Y

Gold provides the
protection your portfolio
needs to stand the test of time.

f you would have taken $175,000 of your money and

bought physical gold in 2000, you would now have over
$1 million at today's gold prices.” That's an incredible
increase of over 525%—outperforming the Nasdag,
Dow, and S&P 500. Many analysts believe that the
long-term gold bull run has only just begun and predict
its current price to rise—even DOUBLE—in the future.

In today'’s volatile economic environment, it is essential
to diversify with gold. If you have been waiting to enter
the gold market, this is your opportunity to join the
thousands of Americans who are protecting their future by
transferring money into gold. Unlock the secret to wealth
protection with your free Gold Owners Information Kit—
absolutely free from the experts at U.S. Money Reserve.

-

OLD INFORMA

1-855-426-7168 |

N 4

’ ACCREDITED

4-8 ut of ars ' WE SUPPORT m
=l BUSINESS l;ﬂ:. RAAENBE ‘ - \OVt‘ v5{st'! Yoww!s:'[ﬁs raals

U.S.MONEY

R ESERVE ©2020 U.S. Money Reserve. *Based on the change in gold’s price from $263.80/0z. (10/27/00) to $1,710.45/0z. (06/15/20). The
markets for coins are unregulated. Prices can rise or fall and carry some risks. The company is not affiliated with the U.S. Government
and the U.S. Mint. Past performance of the coin or the market cannot predict future performance. Prices may be more or less based

America’s Gold Authorit)ﬁ on current market conditions. All calls recorded for quality assurance. Coins enlarged to show detail. Offer void where prohibited.




MY

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE TEXAN?

DURING MY TIME as a staff writer at The Washington Post
some years ago, I also taught a journalism course every
semester at George Washington University. One morning in
class, I happened to mention that I had crafted something
of an unofficial beat I called “eccentric Texans.”

A young woman remarked, “Gee, Mr. Holley, you sure must
be busy!”

Isuppose Iwas.

There was something about my native state that seemed
to lend itself to individuality, if not necessarily eccentricity,
whether I was writing about big-time politicians, athletes,
show people, even a renowned lady wrestler from Amarillo.
If they were Texans, chances are there was a particularity
about them that defied predictability.

Living in D.C. and working at The Post, I was still a Texan.
The place where I was born and where I had lived most of my
life was in my bones, in my blood. I couldn’t shake my Texas
identity any more easily than I could smooth out my Central
Texas twang,. It gradually dawned on me that when I wrote
about Texas, I wrote with more authority, more concreteness,
more feeling for the place and its people. I decided to come
home—home to Texas.

My return meant coming home to family, literally and
figuratively. Once again covering the immense expanse of
Texas as a journalist, I rediscovered not only the rich diversity
of this place but also the shared sense of identity that
transcends difference. Whether I'm talking to a Panhandle
rancher near Lipscomb or an East Texas teacher in Kirbyville,
a Gulf Coast shrimper out of Port Isabel or a West Texas nurse
in McCamey, I know—and they know—that we both are
Texans. This place has shaped us.

Black, brown or white; man or woman; old or young—
we’re family. Like your kinfolks and mine, we don’t always
get along, but as Texans we share an identity and an abiding
respect for what we have in common. We know each other
well. JOE HOLLEY

8 TEXAS CO-OP POWER AUGUST 2020
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“THE MOMENT | KNEW what it meant to be Texan was the evening my wife and I were
invited to watch George Strait play a private show at Gruene Hall a few years back. There
were all kinds of people in the room—professional wrestlers, songwriters, regular folks,

you name it. The random group of people came from all walks of life to see and hear

King George. It was the epitome of “Texanness.’”

JAY B SAUCEDA is an entrepreneur and photographer whose book A Mile Above Texas
features 150 photos of Texas taken from a Cessna 182T. Sauceda was raised in La Porte.

JAY B SAUCEDA

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM AUGUST 2020 TEXAS CO-OP POWER 9




GUITAR: WYATT MCSPADDEN. ERLEWINE: COURTESY MARK ERLEWINE

sl

HE HAS MADE Music for decades, though
you’ve probably never heard Mark Erlewine
play. He’s a luthier—a repairer and creator
of guitars at his shop in Austin. A badly
mangled instrument affirmed his karma as
a Texan, though it’s not the threadbare
acoustic guitar for which he is legendary.

“I was in my shop about 20 years ago,
when a man and woman, decked out in full
Texas attire—jeans, cowboy boots and
hats—came in with a large black garbage
bag holding the pieces of a Martin guitar,”
Erlewine says. “The man explained that she
had put the guitar over his head during one
of their arguments, but since then they had
started counseling to mend their relation-
ship. They told me part of the process of
putting their relationship back together
was to have the guitar put back together.

“Iwas able to mend the guitar and can only
hope their relationship has fared as well.”

There’s no question about the love story
of the other guitar—Willie Nelson’s Trigger.
Willie’s pick and fingernails have carved a
gaping hole in the spruce wood of his Martin
N-20 classical guitar.

The strains of that relationship fall to
Erlewine to mend, and as he has since 1976,
he lovingly and tenderly nurses Trigger.
Reunited with Willie, they continue a love
story that has enraptured a state and
changed its musical history.

MARK ERLEWINE first fell in love with Texas
when he visited with friends from high school in
1967. He moved his guitar shop to Austin from
Ann Arbor, Michigan, in 1974.
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BLUEBONNETS: ERIC W. POHL.

B e — m# -l"‘.—”

“STOPPING THE CAR immediately to place down kids and puppies
in a field of bluebonnets for pictures. Could there be a snake in
there? Sure. But the pictures are worth it.”

TIFFANY CHEN, who, with husband Leon, started Tiff's Treats in 1999 in an Austin apart-
ment while they were students at the University of Texas. Today the cookie and brownie
delivery company has 46 locations in Texas and operates in Atlanta, Nashville and Charlotte.

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM
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“STEVIE USED TO SIT THERE and play for tips
to pay for getting his hat blocked,” David Torres
says, gesturing toward the two-seat shoeshine
stand by the front door of Texas Hatters in
Lockhart. “We modified the flat top and named
it the SRV.”

Not every celebrity gets a Texas Hatters style
named for them. There is no Prince Charles or
Pierce Brosnan or George W. Bush. Stevie Ray
Vaughan did get the SRV.

Torres apprenticed at Texas Hatters when
he met the owner’s daughter, Joella, who later
became his wife. She represents the third
generation to operate the celebrated business,

which moved to Lockhart from Buda in 2006.
“I grew up in the shop,” Joella says, “and
making a hat is like making a sculpture.”

DAVID TORRES and JOELLA GAMMAGE-
TORRES operate Texas Hatters in Lockhart.
Many Texans will remember the original Austin
location on South Lamar Boulevard.

LU



HAT: WYATT MCSPADDEN. COUPLE: COURTESY TEXAS HATTERS. CAPSULE AND SPACEWALK: NASA.GOV. HARRIS: COURTESY NMSI

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

“I HAVE LOGGED more than 438 hours and traveled over
7.2 million miles in space. No matter where I traveled
and lived, I have always returned to Texas.”

BERNARD A. HARRIS JR., aphysician, former astronaut and the first
African American to walk in space. The Temple native is CEO of the National
Math and Science Initiative in Dallas.

AUGUST 2020 TEXAS CO-OP POWER 13



“WE'RE PROUD TO BE TEXANS," says Tom
Perini, who with his wife, Lisa, owns Perini
Ranch Steakhouse. “We’re out here in the real
Texas, surrounded by wheat and cattle.”

They share the story of the day four men in
suits came in. “They were looking around and
made me nervous. I thought they might be
insurance inspectors or something,” Tom says,
“so I went over and sat down.” It turns out the
four were developing a steakhouse concept for
arestaurant chain.

“What do you do to make this place so Texas?”
one asked.

“We don’t,” Tom answered. “It is.”

TOM and LISA PERINI own the legendary
Perini Ranch Steakhouse in Buffalo Gap.

WEB EXTRA Enter online to win an overnight
getaway or the book Perini Ranch Steakhouse:
Stories and Recipes for Real Texas Food.

WYATT MCSPADDEN

TEXAS CO-OP POWER AUGUST 2020 TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM




NO-CONTACT
CONSULTATIONS
AVAILABLE

HURRY! SALE ENDS 8/31  CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE DESIGN CONSULTATION.

5&2(%\5@!@ <07 B L Sl \)D)ITIONAL DISCOUNT

— When You Replace 10+ Windows —
WINDOW REPLACEMENT an Andersen Company rbaOfdfw'com

*Offer not available in all areas and ends 8/31/2020 and appointment must occur within 10 days of the initial contact. Discount applies to minimum required purchase. Deferred
interest for 18 months available to well qualified buyers on approved credit only with minimum monthly payment required. Financing is provided by federally insured, federal and state
chartered financial institutions without regard to race, color, religion, national origin, sex or familial status. Any finance terms advertised are estimates only, and all financing is provided
by third-party lenders unaffiliated with Renewal by Andersen retailers, under terms and conditions arranged directly between the customer and such lender, all subject to credit
requirements. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are marks of Andersen Corporation. ©2020 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved.
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TEARS FROM
A VOLCANO

Um'que[y American stone ignites romance

On May 18, 1980, the once-slumbering Mount St. Helens
erupted in the Pacific Northwest. It was the most impressive
display of nature’s power in North America’s recorded history.
But even more impressive is what emerged from the chaos...

a spectacular new creation born of ancient minerals named
Helenite. Its lush, vivid color and amazing story instantly captured
the attention of jewelry connoisseurs worldwide. You can now
have four carats of the world’s newest stone for an absolutely
unbelievable price.

Known as America’s ¢merald, Helenite makes it possible to give
her a stone that’s brighter and has more fire than any emerald
without paying the exorbitant price. In fact, this many carats of
an emerald that looks this perfect and glows this green would cost
you upwards of $80,000. Your more beautiful and much more
affordable option features a perfect teardrop of Helenite set in
gold-covered sterling silver suspended from a chain accented with
even more verdant Helenite.

Limited Reserves. As one of the

EXCLUSIVE largest gemstone dealers in the world,

we buy more carats of Helenite than
F I i anyone, which lets us give you a great
N N price. However, this much gorgeous
Helenite Earrings green for this price won’t last long.

-a $ 1 29 Value_ Don’t miss out. Helenite is only

with purchase of
Helenite Necklace

found in one section of Washington
State, so call today!

Romance guaranteed or your money
back. Experience the scintillating
beauty of the Helenite Teardrop
Necklace for 30 days and if she isn’t
completely in love with it send it back
for a full refund of the item price. You
can even keep the stud earrings as our
thank you for giving us a try.

Helenite Teardrop Necklace (4 % ctw) $299* ..... Only $129 +S&P
Helenite Stud EArrings (1 CtwW) ceueeeeeseeeeseceescruneemnnecianees $129 +s&p

Helenite Set (5 % ctw) $428*......Call-in price only $129 +s&P

(Set includes necklace and stud earrings)

Call now and mention the offer code to receive FREE earrings.

1-800-333-2045

Offer Code HEN302-01
You must use the offer code to get our special price.
St ® 14101 Southcross Drive W., Ste 155, Dept. HEN302-01,
‘ Aue Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 www.stauer.com
“ P Z fozfzi;lj Z'::(:Szr;l{hf:r cystomers using the
BUSINESS price on Stauer.com

B88 2SR without your offer code.
Rating of A+

AFFAIRS

® 4 ¥ ctw of American Helenite and the Ultimate Diamond
Alternative®, DiamondAura® ¢ Gold-finished .925 sterling silver
settings ¢ 16" chain with 2" extender and lobster clasp

' 0.6 6 & ¢

I love these pieces...

it just glowed...
so beautifull”

—3S.S,, Salem, OR

Necklace
enlarged
to show

luxurious
color

Stauer... Afferd _'z_‘_égl_Elic_zrr}{-o_rdinﬂry. .

A St d T el
‘.1;__-% = gt ¥ 1k
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Yours FREE!

Elvis Presley U.S. Half-Dollar

85th Birthday Tribute to
the King of Rock ‘n’ Roll

Send just $2.95 for shipping
and guaranteed delivery.

Elvis Presley Tribute Coin
Yes! Send me the Elvis Presley US Half-Dollar.
ow you can get a desirable US Half-Dollar  }Enclosed is $2.95 for shipping and guaranteed delivery.
honoring the King of Rock ‘n’ Roll for FREE. ESatisfaction guaranteed. Limit one coin.
Send just $2.95 for shipping and guaranteed delivery. i Quick order at MysticAd.com/GA121
Authorized by Graceland EName
This coin is a meaningful keepsake and a reminder
of Elvis’s powerful impact on the music world since EAddreSS

his career began. It’s §ti!1 gmgzing to think a country ECity/State 1Zip
boy box}‘ln.thup}i:lo, %1551551pp1, 85 years ago could do ED Check or money order NY State residents add sales fax.
so much in his short life. i . .
Act now to get this special coin in your collection :l:I sta J MasterCard [ American Express
11 Discover Exp.Date /|

today. Strict limit of one Elvis Half-Dollar per customer.
Send today and you’ll also receive special !
collector’s information and other interesting Elvis coins E
1

i

Please send payment to: Mystic, Dept. GA121

on approval. Your satisfaction is guaranteed. 9700 Mill St.. Camden. NY 13316-9111

FREE Gift!

when you order within 30 days
Now get an Uncirculated
National Park quarter!

45-Day Money Back Guarantee of Satisfaction

Special Offer for New Customers Only

MYES! Please send me the complete 6-Coin Set of
Uncirculated 2018-2020 Native American Dollars for the
special price of $6.00 — regularly $19:95, plus Free
Shipping (limit 1 set). Also, send my FREE National Park
Quarter (one per customer, please).

2018 — Honoring sports 2019 - Contributions to 2020 - Alaska’s anti-discrimination ORDERS MUST BE RECEIVED WITHIN 30 DAYS
legend Jim Thorpe the U.S. Space program law of 1945
QTY | DESCRIPTION TOTAL
Complete 6-Coin Set of 2018-2020 Sk e i et 0
*Sales Tax
FREE Shipping! TOTAL $

*We are required by law to collect and remit sales tax for all states except
FL and MO. Please add the appropriate state and local tax for your order.
For your convenience, all orders paid by credit card will have the appropriate
sales tax applied at that time. Tax requirements are subject to change at any
time. Please visit LittletonCoin.com/Taxinfo for the most up-to-date list of

Uncirculated Native American Dollars

T, At face value!

; Now own a complete 6-coin “P” & ”D” set of Native American dollars for
just $6.00! You'll get the last three years of this series, with reverse designs
honoring sports legend Jim Thorpe, and the Native American contributions
of Mary Golda Ross and Elizabeth Peratrovich. Each was struck one year
only, and never again. Plus, each Philadelphia “P” & Denver “D” issue is in
mint Uncirculated condition.

SAVE, plus get FREE Shipping!

1 1
H i
: :
1 1
H i
H i
: :
1 1
H i
H i
: :
1 1
H i
H i
H 1
1 1
H i
H i
1 1
| |
1 taxable categories by state. |
1 [0 Check payable to Littleton Coin Co. ]
i Charge my: CIVisA CIMC CJAMEX DCIDISC
1 1
H i
H 1
1 1
H i
H i
H i
H i
i i
H i
H i
H i
H i
H i
1 1
H i
1 i

Card #: Exp. Date [D / ED
HNEEEENEEEENEEEE

Each dollar’s date &mint—— yrder today and get the latest six coins of this prized series in a complete ae
mark is on the coin’s edge. . ) 7 Please print clearly
Uncirculated set — at face value! Plus, you get FREE shipping and
All 6 PD coi ;
AT ok SAVE OVER 65% off the regular price of $19:95! Address Apt
v All Uncirculated You'll also receive our fully illustrated catalog, plus other fascinating A |
v Each design struck selections from our Free Examination Coins-on-Approval Service, from gl Oy
only for one year which you may purchase any or none of the coins - return balance in g
v FreeGift —an 15 days — with option to cancel at any time. Hurry, special low price — ] ZE
o

Uncirculated National
Park quarter!

v SAVE OVER 65%, plus
get FREE shipping

Please send coupon to:
"4 Littleton Dept. 5vD409

Coin Company® 1309 Mt. Eustis Road
Serving Collectors since 1945 Littleton NH 03561-3737

order right away!

Mail today or order online at www.LittletonCoin.com/specials
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Conserve electricity in hot weather
and help reduce high energy bills.

L Setting your thermostat to 78

(and a few degrees higher

S~ when you’re away) will make

m a difference. Each degree you
increase can save 3 to 5 percent.

Save even more!

Turn off and unplug unused lights
and appliances.

Close shades and blinds
during the day to reduce
heat loss.

Open them to save energy
on cool evenings.

Change air conditioning filters.

A full freezer costs less to run than
an empty one.

WCEC encourages you to
always use energy efficiently.
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1-800-460-6271 | (979) 543-6271 | MYWCEC.COOP

WHARTON COUNTY
ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

MESSAGE FROM YOUR GENERAL MANAGER/CEO

GARY RAYBON

‘Texas Co-op Power’ Gets a New Look

YOU MIGHT HAVE noticed something was
different when you pulled this magazine
out of your mailbox this month. Perhaps
you thought the cover looked a little differ-
ent. Well, you're right, but the changes go
deeper than that.

Texas Co-op Power has undergone a
complete redesign. But even though it has
anew look and feel, it’s the same magazine
you know and love.

Every month, Texas Co-op Power is
delivered to you to entertain, enlighten and
educate you and your family. The magazine
is a warm and friendly source for all things
Texan, and like a well-informed neighbor,
it can offer the secrets to making fabulous,
family-pleasing meals; reveal hidden gems
of the Texas landscape; and recount the humorous, quirky,
solemn and often untold stories of our state’s history. Also
like a good neighbor, it even reminds you how to save on your
electric bill.

Most importantly, Texas Co-op Power is one of the primary
vehicles through which Wharton County Electric Cooperative
communicates directly with you, our members.

Through these pages, we report on matters important to the
co-op, such as director elections and changes to our bylaws;
share tips to help you maximize the energy efficiency of your
home; and offer safety information that could save your life.
We also use this magazine to help you understand how new
technologies—which continue to advance at a sometimes over-
whelming pace—fit into your daily life.

For more than a year, the team behind Texas Co-op Power
has worked diligently to update the look and feel of the
magazine without sacrificing any of the content or character
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that inspires our members, month after
month, to crack open these pages for some
uniquely Texan stories—and a healthy
dose of the cooperative spirit.

One of the major changes you may have
noticed is the refreshed cover design and
new Texas Co-op Power logo. The last time
the logo was updated was in the mid-1990s,
and though it suited that era well, sensibil-
ities have changed. The new logo incorpo-
rates a modern feel that’s in line with the
magazine’s evolution but sticks to its roots.

As you flip through this month’s issue,
you’ll also see some smaller yet still sig-
nificant changes, such as new colors and
typefaces, new section headers, and more
visually striking page layouts. Despite
these changes, all of your favorite content is still here.

Texas Co-op Power remains dedicated to telling the stories of
Texas’ unique people, history, mythology, culture and geogra-
phy—the Texan way of life—as seen through the equally unique
co-op lens. Readers will still enjoy all the best the magazine has
to offer, from recipes, contests and event listings to travel narra-
tives and other features, as well as local news concerning WCEC
and the communities we serve. Readers can also still enjoy
expanded content, contests and other special treats at
TexasCoopPower.com and on our Facebook page and by sub-
scribing to our e-newsletters.

The magazine has evolved with an eye toward the future,
but it retains all the hallmarks that generations of rural electric
cooperative members have cherished since the first issue in
1944. Just like WCEG, it’s here to stay and better than ever. @
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Five Home Energy Hogs

IF YOU'VE COMPARED your electric bill with a neighbor’s and
found your bill to be notably higher, even though your homes
are similar in size, you might be wondering why—and how you
can lower your bill.

Even though homes and families may be similar, you may
have a hidden energy drain causing your bills to be higher. Here
are five energy hogs that may increase your energy use.

1. Old Fridge or Freezer in the Garage

That second fridge or freezer may be costing more than you
think. If the model was produced prior to 1990, it’s likely using
twice as much energy (or more!) than a newer Energy Star
rated model. If it’s located in the garage, it may run constantly
in the summer, which could lead to higher electric bills. It
might be time to rethink that spare fridge that’s out there
holding beverages; instead, bring those drinks into the kitchen
refrigerator and retire the spare.

2. Cooling or Heating an Uninsulated Area

Cooling or heating an uninsulated workshop or garage can be
expensive. For example, if a homeowner heated an uninsu-
lated shed to keep several half-empty buckets of paint from
freezing, they’re paying more to keep paint warm than the
paint was even worth. Pet owners have been known to heat
and cool an uninsulated garage to keep pets comfortable, not
realizing that this might be costing more than heating their
actual home. If you really want to heat or cool these types of
spaces, they need to be well insulated and heated and cooled
efficiently, perhaps with a ductless minisplit system.
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3.Hot Tub

The average operating cost of a hot tub is $250 per year. But
that amount may be higher if your hot tub is an older, less
efficient model or if you live in a colder climate. A smaller hot
tub with better insulation, a cover and a pump that runs on

a lower voltage will use less energy than other models. In the
long run, getting a “good deal” on a used hot tub may cost more
in energy bills than a newer, more efficient model.

4. Swimming Pool

If you have a swimming pool, consider installing a smaller,
more efficient pump and reducing how often it runs. Putting it
on a timer can be a convenient way to reduce operating time.
You can also look at installing a larger filter and maximizing
the flow of water through the pipes by making them larger and
reducing how sharply the corners turn. These measures could
cut your electric use for the pool pump by as much as 75%.
Consult with a pool installation specialist to find the most
efficient setup that will still keep your pool clean.

5. Pumps

If you live on acreage or a farm, you probably have several
pumps, including irrigation, well, septic and sump. If you're like
most of us, you use those pumps until they break down. Con-
sider replacing the oldest and most used pumps over time with
new, more efficient ones that are sized correctly for their task.
Also, make sure you’re eliminating leaks in the water lines. @
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Drive Thru Annual
Meeting Breaks
Voting Record

Warehouse Supervisor Kenny Trochta
hands out the Annual Report to members
as they enter the drive thru line. y =

A RECORD-BREAKING 760 MEMBERS OF WHARTON COUNTY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE cast their vote for
the WCEC Board of Directors during the 82nd Annual Meeting of Members on June 17, 2020.

As a member-owned electric cooperative, WCEC is governed by a Board of Directors representing and
elected by the membership. Each year, a meeting of members is held to present business reports to the
membership and elect members to the board. Traditionally, a sit-down meal is served, and the business
meeting and election are conducted in person. However, due to COVID-19 precautions, the meeting was
held as a non-traditional, drive thru meeting this year.

“We didn’t know what to expect,” WCEC GM/CEO Gary Raybon says. “We anticipated that we may
have more members come out for the drive thru meeting and were prepared for a 25% increase over the
average for the last five years. No one could have imagined that we would end up with almost double
that amount. It was wonderful to see our members show up to take part in the most important part of our
co-op’s business - the election of their representatives.”
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4 The Balloting
Committee (a group
of WCEC members
appointed to oversee
the collection and
counting of ballots)
awaits members
coming through the
drive thru line.

v Mary Arredondo
and Selena
DeLaPena quickly
register members
using mobile devices.

2020 BOARD
OF DIRECTORS

The WCEC 2020 Board of
Directors are: (I-r) Patrick Kubala,
Rick Graff, Frankie Peter,

Paul Phillips Jr., Gus Wessels Jr.,
John Roach, Craig Hardin,

Gary Raybon - GM/CEOQ,

Peggy Glaze, and Jim W. Harton.

At 760 members voting, the 2020 Annual Meeting is
indeed a record-breaker. The next highest turn out for
voting members was 498 in 2009. In recent years, the
co-op has been prepared for up to 500 voting members
as attendance has been on a slow decline. This year,
that was not enough.

“We did run out of ballots and attendance gifts
early in the evening,” Raybon says. “More ballots were
quickly printed, and members were given IOUs to pick
up their gift at a later date. The numbers took everyone
by surprise.”

At the end of the evening, WCEC members voted to
re-elect Jim W. Harton in District 8 over Fritz Cornelius.
In District 2, Patrick Kubala defeated Karl H. Haupt. In
District 5, Samuel Craig Hardin was elected over Annett
K. Simmons and Rick Marik. Kubala and Hardin will
replace Leroy Kaspar and A.J. Kresta, respectively. Both
had reached their term limits.

In addition, the Minutes of the 2019 WCEC Annual
Meeting, the WCEC Financial Report and the Presi-
dent’s & Manager’s Reports were approved by those
submitting ballots.

Although an official presentation was not held,
WCEC recoginized the following Employee Service
Milestones in the Annual Report: Wesley Lange for 50
years of service, Tim Bohuslar for 15 years,

Miriam Piloto for 15 years, Willie Stavena for 15 years,
and Keaton Hubbell for 5 years.

Also due to COVID-19 precautions, the 2020
Government-in-Action Youth Tour was cancelled. Both
WCEC delegates, Elizabeth Jeffery and Isabel Lilie, were
awarded scholarships in lieu of the trip this year.

As is tradition, all voting members were included
in a drawing for door prizes although the format was
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4 A group of
employees relax

as they pose for a
quick photo after the
meeting.

» Gary Raybon and
Nathan Danielson
assist in registering
members.

v Diane Barger
directs a member to
the Ballot Drop Off
after handing out an
attendance gift.

slightly different. The drawing was held on Thursday, June 18, in the
WCEC lobby and was streamed live on Facebook.

The grand prize winners were Bobby Peter, Stephen Helterbridle and
Felix E. Mica Jr. each receiving $100 Electricity Credits as well as Alice
Atchetee who won a $300 Electricity Credit.

Extra attendance gifts were ordered and IOU vouchers can be
redeemed at the WCEC office.

“Overall, the meeting was very successful with so many of our mem-
bers participating,” Raybon says. “We want to thank everyone who
came out and for their patience as we worked through the glitches. As
always, we look forward to seeing you all next year.” @
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The terms energy efficiency and
energy conservation have distinct
meanings. Energy efficiency uses
technology to reduce consump-
tion while performing the same
function. Energy conservation is
behavior that results in the use of
less energy.

LIDERINA | ISTOCK.CG

POWER TIP

Save electricity
and money on
laundry day

by washing
clothes in cold
water, doing
full loads and
air-drying
clothes instead
of using a
clothes dryer.
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One Member, One Vote

COOPERATIVES AROUND THE WORLD operate according to the same set
of core principles and values, adopted by the International Cooperative
Alliance. These principles are a key reason that America’s electric coop-
eratives operate differently from other electric utilities, putting the needs
of their members first. The second Cooperative Principle is Democratic
Member Control.

At most cooperatives this is referred to as one member, one vote.
When members sign up for electric service, they pay a $5.00 membership
fee. Part of the rights and benefits of this membership are a vote in the
running of the Cooperative. Confusion can arise when one member has
more than one account.

For example, John Doe might have separate accounts for his home, his
water well, and a DBA (doing business as) repair shop. Even though he
has three accounts, he has one membership and is entitled to one vote. A
different example would be John Smith who has a house and a business,
John Smith Farms. If John Smith Farms was set up as a separate entity
on the membership application, then Mr. Smith would have two votes,
one for himself and one for his farm account.

If you have multiple accounts and would like to know how your mem-
bership is listed, please call us at (979) 543-6271. @

COVID-19 to Impact Co-ops
Nationwide for Years to Come

AS THE CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC has caused local businesses to close
their doors and hardworking Americans to lose their jobs, new economic
projections show the nation’s electric cooperatives could suffer up to $10
billion in lost revenue through 2022. The National Rural Electric Coopera-
tive Association is asking Congress to step in.

New research shows that electric co-op operating revenues are
expected to decline by $7.4 billion as electricity sales fall by 5% through
2022 due to lower U.S. economic output. And a surge in unemployment
coupled with mandatory and voluntary moratoriums on service discon-
nections in 46 states is expected to increase the balance of unpaid electric
bills to $2.6 billion through 2022.

Not-for-profit electric cooperatives have no shareholders, are owned
by the communities they serve and routinely return excess revenues to
their consumer-members. Lost revenue can severely constrain the ability
of certain electric co-ops to meet the needs of their communities. Rural
electric co-ops face high fixed costs, particularly from their responsibility
to maintain 42% of the nation’s electric distribution lines to serve just
13% of the nation’s electric consumers.

“Electricity powers the American economy, and a stalled economy uses
less energy,” said Russell Tucker, NRECA’s chief economist. “As gross
domestic product growth falls in the wake of COVID-19, co-op electricity
sales are projected to decline. We expect reductions in electric co-op sales
0of 6.1% in 2020, 6% in 2021, and 3% in 2022.”

Despite these challenges, Wharton County Electric Cooperative will
continue to provide you with the same reliable service you deserve and
have come to expect. @
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Tasty Tuna Tacos

1 box taco shells, 12 count

2 cans (6 ounces each) chunk light
tuna in water

4 cup finely chopped green onions

4 cup finely chopped red bell
pepper

4 cup finely chopped yellow bell
pepper

1 bunch fresh cilantro (rinsed,
dried, stems removed)

2 cup finely grated carrots

2 tablespoons fresh lime juice (half
of 1 large lime)

2 cups thick and chunky mild salsa

8 ounces grated Monterey Jack or
pepper jack cheese

1 can (4 ounces) sliced ripe olives

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
Line a baking sheet with foil and
arrange taco shells in a single
layer. Warm 5-7 minutes.

2. Forfilling, drain and chop tuna
and place in a medium-sized bowl.
Add onions, peppers, cilantro
and carrots. Add lime juice to
tuna mixture. Thoroughly mix all
ingredients using a large mixing
spoon.

3. Remove taco shells from oven
and add 1/4-1/3 cup of filling
mixture to each taco shell. Follow
with 2 tablespoons salsa and
2 tablespoons grated cheese.
Garnish with 10-12 olive slices.
Serve immediately.

Find this and more delicious recipes
online at TexasCoopPower.com.

WHARTON COUNTY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE
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Your Touchstone Energy Cooperative k‘t)
Wharton County Electric Cooperative, In¢—
PO Box 31

El Campo TX 77437-0031 1 17516 19933 1.0000 2417

555555555 55555555

08/31/2020

Pay by phone: 1-877-833-3326

Pay online: http://lwcec.smarthub.coop

ANYWHERE TX 55555

1466
07/27/2020 08/31/2020 31
w%us wmi:nmp e able Upon Receipt BANK DRAFT

e \«hil' et _
RESIDENTIAL

Service Addre: ENCE NONBASIC CHARGES:
BASIC CHARGES: HEe o
Generation prices are set by our power supplier,
South TexagEleclnc Coopzratnvglnc ander CAPITAL CREDIT REFUND $-25.00
through to WCEC members.
GENERATION: o - -
ENERGY: 2417 kwh x/kwh 04688 $113.31 A Capital Credit Refunds will be
shown under the NONBASIC CHARGES
DEMAND: KW x /KW N o
GCRF: 2417 kwh x /kwh 01250 $30.21 section of your August bill.
LOAD MANAGEMENT: x [kwh $-25.00

Credit
Refunded
ThiS M onth members as a bill credit on the bills they

At their June 23, 2020 meeting, the
WCEC Board of Directors approved
refunding patronage capital for the years
2017 and 2018. The refunds will total
$465,423 and will be refunded to current

Capital

will receive on or about September 1,
2020.

The credit can be found in the nonbasic
charges section of the bill (see example
above).

Former WCEC members will be mailed a
check to the last known address onffile.

If you have any questions about your
capital credit, visit the WCEC office or call
us at (979) 543-6271.

Who is Authorized To
Access Your Account?

WCEC employees are only allowed to disclose information to or
take service requests from individuals listed on the account.

We are a small organization, and we pride ourselves on personal
service. We don't want to be put in the position of not being able
to assist someone with billing issues if they are not listed on the
account. However, given the litigious society that we live in, we
cannot risk divulging information to unauthorized individuals.

For example, if your spouse calls us for a service issue or bill
inquiry and is not listed on your account, we cannot disclose any
information about the account.

We encourage all members to review who is authorized to access
your accounts and keep this information updated. If your spouse
is an authorized user, their name will also appear on your monthly
bill. If you have any questions or need to make a change to your
account, please call us at (979) 543-6271.
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Wharton County
Electric Cooperative

Your Touchstone Energy” Cooperative ;QT

GENERAL MANAGER/CEO
Gary Raybon

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

DISTRICT 1: Paul Phillips Jr., Vice-President
DISTRICT 2: Patrick Kubala

DISTRICT 3: Frankie Peter, President
DISTRICT 4: Rick Graff, Secretary-Treasurer
DISTRICT 5: Samuel Craig Hardin

DISTRICT 6: Gus Wessels Jr.

DISTRICT 7: John Roach

DISTRICT 8: Jim W. Harton, Asst. Sec.-Treas.
DISTRICT 9: Peggy Glaze

For information and
24I 7 to :;,porrt outlages.

outage please call us.

Hotline LocAL
(979) 543-6271
Numbers

TOLL-FREE
1-800-460-6271

1815 E. Jackson St. » P.O. Box 31
El Campo, TX 77437
Hours: Monday - Friday | 7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

CALL US
(979) 543-6271 local or
1-800-460-6271 toll-free

FIND US ON THE WEB
MyWCEC.coop

FIND US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

fowpo

MEMBER BENEFITS
AND SERVICES

¢ Online Billing

* Energy Audits

« Electric Grills

* Water Heaters

* Wireless Internet

BILL PAYMENT OPTIONS
* Online @ mywcec.coop

* By Phone @ 1-877-833-3326
* Automatic Bank Draft

* SmartHub App

* By Mail / In Person

* Payment Drop Box
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Bad to the Bone

Full tang stainless steel blade with natural
bone handle —now ONLY $79!

he very best hunting knives possess a perfect balance of form and

function. They’re carefully constructed from fine materials, but EXCLUSIVE
also have that little something extra to connect the owner with nature. FREE
Ifyou’re on the hunt for a knife that combines impeccable craftsmanship Stauer® 8x21
with a sense of wonder, the $79 Huntsman Blade is the trophy you’re Compact
looking for. Binoculars
The blade is full tang, meaning it doesn’t stop at the handle but - $99 value-
extends to the length of the grip for the ultimate in strength. The with purchase of

blade is made from 420 surgical steel, famed for its sharpness and its Huntsman Blade
resistance to corrosion.

The handle is made from genuine natural bone, and features
decorative wood spacers and a hand-carved motif of two overlapping
feathers— a reminder for you to respect and connect with the
natural world.

This fusion of substance and style can garner a high price tag out
in the marketplace. In fact, we found full tang, stainless steel blades
with bone handles in excess of $2,000. Well, that won’t cut it
around here. We have mastered the hunt for the best
deal, and in turn pass the spoils on to our customers.

But we don’t stop there. While supplies last, we'll
include a pair of $99, 8x21 power compact, binoculars
and a genuine leather sheath FREE when you purchase
the Huntsman Blade.

Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. Feel the
knife in your hands, wear it on your hip, inspect the
impeccable craftsmanship. If you don’t feel like we
cut you a fair deal, send it back within 30 days for a
complete refund of the item price.

Limited Reserves. A deal like this won’t last long. We
have only 1120 Huntsman Blades for this ad only.
Don’t let this beauty slip through your fingers. Call
today!

Huntsman Blade $249*
Offer Code Price Only $79 + S&P Save $170 BONUS! Call today and

you’ll also receive this

1-800_333-2 045 genuine leather sheath!

Your Insider Offer Code: HUK218-01 b oo
You must use the insider offer code to get our special price. Rating of A+

S‘tauer® 14101 Southcross Drive W., Ste 155, Dept. HUK218-01

Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 wWww.Stauer.com
*Discount is only for customers who use the offer code versus the

What Stauer Clients

listed original Stauer.com price. Are Saying About
Our Knives

California residents please call 1-800-333-2045 regarding

Proposition 65 regulations before purchasing this product. “The feel of this knife

is unbelievable...this
is an incredibly fine
instrument.”

— H., Arvada, CO

12" overall length; 6 3" stainless steel full tang blade
¢ Genuine bone handle with brass hand guard & bolsters
¢ Includes genuine leather sheath

Stauer... Afford the Extraordinary.®



STEEL BUILDING SYSTEMS

25 Year Warranty e Easy Bolt-Together Design
Engineered Stamp Blueprints

Farm e Industrial ¢ Commercial
40-304-8068
RHINOBUILDERS/TX 3FO@RHINOBLDG.COM

Bank C.D.’s Due?
CALL US NOW

1-800-359-4940 e
= s i TOLL-FREE
www.mattsonfinancialservices.com

BLAKE MATTSON, CFP™
Signal Securities, Inc., 5400 Bosque, 4th Floos, Waco, TX 76710

All Over Texas

MARKETPLACE

WALK IN TUBS FROM $7995 INSTALLED!

CALL US, DON'T WAIT ANOTHER DAY.

Our products have been made in Texas since 2006.
We customize, so why pay for something you don’t
want? Get exactly what you want at an affordable

/\ price. So stop struggling and start enjoying your
BEST BUY - TUBS bath again. Call us for an in-home no-pressure

FEATURING "SEALTITE" TECHNOLOGY presentation. What do you have to lose?
* CELEBRATING 15 YEARS * Visit our showroom at 311 Kings Plaza in Granbury.

888-825-2362 www.hesthuywalkintubs.com

LOW COST

Term Life Insurance
Issue ages through 85

AGE $100,000 $250,000
45 10.16 15.49
55 17.41 28.75
65 34.08 66.26

Rates figured on monthly cost for female non-tobacco users.

KEN CHRISTY
(888) 412-0518

PLIC FORM NO. TL-21

WE BUY MINERALS ~~

We pay cash for producing
or non-producing mineral interests.

CALL US TODAY! 1-888-735-5337

or roofover.com

PERMA-ROOF.

e | kAR TEX
Steel Mobile N
[Hleome Reoiling jii830-730-0515

B&70 IH 35 N NEw BRAUNFELS, TX

Hiigh¥enersyabillX
Rocfitinble?
\M ealcs?
OBILE HOME
na ROOFOVER
- SYSTEMS
Contact us at 800.633.8969

WE PAY TOP PRICES FOR COLLECTIBLES

Coins * Banknotes * Gold & Silver Jewelry & Scrap
Vintage Costume Jewelry * Watches * Stamps
Tokens ¢ Historical Documents ¢ Other Collectibles
TEXAS BUYERS GROUP < FREDERICKSBURG, TX

All transactions private, confidential & secure.

830-997-6339 ¢ rzcoins@twc.com

e
BUILDINGS OF ALL SIZES

Shops - Garages - Barns - Equipment Sheds - Barndominiums

SHOPS STARTING AT $10, 300

Price includes all labor and materials with 4" steel reinforced concrete slab with moisture bart
10°10" heavy duty roll up door, one 3 foot steel entry door, con e pm s, electric stub *(Dirt m yb (m)

Marketplace

Across Town | Across Texas

Advertise in Texas Co-op Power Marketplace
Elaine Sproull (512) 486-6251
advertising@TexasCoopPower.com

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM
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ne of the most beloved coins in
Ohistory is a true American Classic:

The Buffalo Nickel. Although they
have not been issued for over 75 years,
GovMint.com is releasing to the public bags
of original U.S. government Buffalo Nickels.
Now they can be acquired for a limited time
only—not as individual collector coins,
but by weight—just $49 for a full Quarter-
Pound Bag.

100% Valuable Collector
Coins—GUARANTEED!
Every bag will be filled with collectible
vintage Buffalos from over 75 years ago,
GUARANTEED ONE COIN FROM EACH
OF THE FOLLOWING SERIES (dates our
choice):
* 1920-1929—“Roaring *20s” Buffalo
* 1930-1938—The Buffalo’s Last Decade
« Mint Marks (P,D, and S)
» ALL Collector Grade Very Good
Condition

* FREE Stone Arrowhead with each bag

Every vintage Buffalo Nickel you receive will
be a coveted collector coin—GUARANTEED!
Plus, order a gigantic full Pound bag and
you’ll also receive a vintage Liberty Head
Nickel (1883-1912), a valuable collector
classic!

Historic 1920-19

, “Buffalos” by the Pound

: _' y a&; =

%&3’“”“‘1‘ =3

Stone Arrowhead
with every bag

Released to the Public:

Bags of Vintage Buffalo Nickels

Long-Vanished Buffalos

Highly Coveted by Collectors
Millions of these vintage Buffalo Nickels
have worn out in circulation or been
recalled and destroyed by the government.
Today, significant quantities can often
only be found in private hoards and estate
collections. As a result, these coins are
becoming more sought-after each day.

Supplies Limited—
Order Now!

Supplies of vintage Buffalo Nickels are
limited as the availability of these classic
American coins continues to shrink each
and every year. They make a precious gift for
your children, family and friends—a gift that
will be appreciated for a lifetime.

NOTICE: Due to recent changes in

the demand for vintage U.S. coins, this
advertised price may change without notice.
Call today to avoid disappointment.

30-Day Money-Back Guarantee
You must be 100% satisfied with your
bag of Buffalo Nickels or return it within
30 days of receipt for a prompt refund
(less s/h).

GovMint.com = 14101 Southcross Dr. W., Suite 175, Dept. VBB453-07, Burnsville, Minnesota 55337

) DO

Order More and SAVE
QUARTER POUND Buffalo Nickels
(23 coins) Plus FREE Stone Arrowhead
$49 + s/h

HALF POUND Bag
(46 coins) Plus FREE
Stone Arrowhead
$79 + s/h SAVE $19

ONE FULL POUND
Bag (91 coins)

Plus FREE Stone
Arrowhead and Liberty
Head Nickel

$149 + s/h SAVE $47

FREE Liberty Head
Nickel with One
Full Pound

FREE SHIPPING over $149!
Limited time only. Product total over $149 before
taxes (if any). Standard domestic shipping only.
Not valid on previous purchases.

For fastest service call today toll-free

1-877-566-6468
Offer Code VBB453-07

Please mention this code when you call.

¥ GOVMINT.COM®

GovMint.com® is a retail distributor of coin and currency issues and is not affiliated with the U.S. government. The collectible coin market is unregulated, highly speculative and involves risk. GovMint.com
reserves the right to decline to consummate any sale, within its discretion, including due to pricing errors. Prices, facts, figures and populations deemed accurate as of the date of publication but may change
significantly over time. All purchases are expressly conditioned upon your acceptance of GovMint.com’s Terms and Conditions (www.govmint.com/terms-conditions or call 1-800-721-0320); to decline, return
your purchase pursuant to GovMint.com’s Return Policy. © 2020 GovMint.com. All rights reserved.

THE BEST SOURCE FOR COINS WORLDWIDE™
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SUFFRAGY

Empowering
Every Vote

Activist Jessie Daniel Ames took on women's suffrage and lynching

BY TANYA ESTES

DURING A TIME WHEN WOMEN fought for
the right to vote, a widowed mother of
three mobilized thousands of women to
vote in just 17 days. In a race against the
clock, Jessie Daniel Ames employed an
unexpected resource to register voters
before a critical election that changed
the course of Texas history by diminish-
ing the political influence of the Ku
Klux Klan.

The Ames family moved from
Palestine to Georgetown when Jessie
was a child. She led a quiet and dutiful
life, graduating from Southwestern
University in 1902, a rare accomplish-

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

ment for a woman at the time.

Ames married a few years after college,
but her husband died in Guatemala of
malaria in 1914, leaving her a pregnant
widow with two children. To support her
young family, Ames went to work for her
family’s telephone company in George-
town. Managing a communications
business taught her how to succeed in
a male-dominated industry, and this
success further paved the way for her
equal rights activism.

Ames founded the Georgetown Equal
Suffrage League in 1916 and wrote
Weekly Suffrage Notes, a column in The

FOOTNOTES IN TEXAS HISTORY

Williamson County Sun. By 1918 she
became treasurer of the Texas Equal
Suffrage Association.

In 1918 the Legislature passed a bill
that gave Texas women the right to vote
in a primary but gave them only 17 days
to register before the election. Using the
telephone company to contact voters,
Ames and her fellow suffragists regis-
tered more than 3,500 women to vote in
Williamson County. In just two weeks,
they provided voting instructions and
staged mock elections to prepare these
women for their historic first vote.

This voter registration campaign
helped secure the election of anti-klan
candidate Dan Moody as Williamson
County attorney, and Moody actively
prosecuted many klan members. This
election victory gave Moody the momen-
tum to get elected Texas attorney general
and go on to become governor. Ames
continued to register voters by founding
the Texas League of Women Voters.

One hundred years ago this month,
the 19th Amendment to the U.S. Con-
stitution granted women the right to
vote and was ratified August 18, 1920.

Though proud of her suffrage efforts,
Ames felt such organizations did not do
enough for African American civil rights.
She led campaigns against lynching as
an atrocious act of racism and set about
ending it through work with the Texas
Interracial Commission and the Com-
mission on Interracial Cooperation.

She also founded the Association of
Southern Women for the Prevention of
Lynching, which excluded Black women
under the belief that only white women
could influence other white women.

After more than 30 years working for
social justice, Ames retired quietly. She is
buried in Georgetown, a few blocks from
the courthouse where she mobilized
thousands of women in a movement that
confirmed the power of every vote. @8
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TCP KITCHEN

Easy Gazpacho

4 large tomatoes, about 2 pounds
00l Foods

/s cup chopped red onion
Chill out with salads, slaws and sauerkraut 1 clove garlic
2 tablespoons red wine vinegar
2 tablespoons olive oil
Salt and pepper, to taste

BY MEGAN MYERS, FOOD EDITOR

At the height of summer, the last thing my husband and | want to do is
turn on the stove. We do plenty of grilling, of course, but when the
temperatures soar, we seek out chilled recipes that help our family cool
down at the end of the day. This recipe uses juicy summer tomatoes to

1. Core and quarter tomatoes and remove
seeds, then add tomatoes to a blender or
food processor.

create a quick and easy chilled soup that goes with just about any meal. 2. Peel and quarter cucumber lengthwise
If you have fresh herbs in your garden, feel free to add those. Basil is the and remove seeds. Add cucumber, onion,
perfect accompaniment, but thyme or oregano also works well. garlic, vinegar and olive oil to blender.

3. Blend mixture until completely smooth.
Add salt and pepper to taste and chill
soup until ready to serve. Garnish with
fresh herbs, as desired.

SERVES 4

WEB EXTRA Follow along with Megan
Myers and her adventures in the kitchen at
stetted.com, where she features a recipe for
Cucumber Tomato Salad With Pesto.




RECIPE PHOTOS: MEGAN MYERS. WINNER: COURTESY LORY VON STADEN

Baja Black Bean Salad

DEBI MARION
GRAYSON-COLLIN EC

Black bean salad is a versatile dish that
can serve as a meatless main, side or
scrumptious topper for tacos. Making it
ahead of time ensures that the flavors
intermingle and keeps you out of the
kitchen during the heat of the day.

1 can (15 ounces) black beans, drained
and rinsed

/3 cup diced celery

/3 cup peeled, seeded and diced
cucumber

/s cup diced red bell pepper

/s cup diced green bell pepper

2 cup diced red onion

/2 cup crumbled feta or cotija cheese

/s cup chopped fresh cilantro

2 jalapefio pepper, minced

4 cup olive oil

1 tablespoon vinegar

1 lime, zested and juiced

1.In a medium bowl, combine beans,
celery, cucumber, bell pepper, onion,
cheese, cilantro and jalapefio.

2. In a small bowl, whisk together olive oil,
vinegar, and lime zest and juice. Pour over
bean mixture and stir to coat.

3. Cover and refrigerate 2-4 hours to let
flavors meld.

SERVES 4

MORE RECIPES >

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

$500 WINNER 1 can (14.5 ounces) sauerkraut

, . % cup sugar
Mama's Chilled 2 cup vegetable oil
Sauerkraut ¥4 cup vinegar
Corn Relish 2 teaspoon celery seeds
LORY VON STADEN 1 can (15.25 ounces) corn, drained
HEART OF TEXAS EC 2 cup chopped red or green bell

pepper

1 jar (4 ounces) pimientos, drained
Salt and pepper, to taste

1. Pour sauerkraut into a colander set
over the sink. Press with the back of a
spoon or use your hands to drain excess

liquid from the sauerkraut.
Summer's hot dogs and

sausages get a boost from
this lively sauerkraut topping.
It's an excellent side dish for
other grilled fare, too. Von
Staden recommends using it 3. Add the drained sauerkraut, corn, bell
to add a peppy zing to steaks. pepper and pimientos to the dressing and

mix well. Season with salt and pepper to
SERVES 12 taste.

2. In a medium bowl, whisk together
sugar, oil, vinegar and celery seeds. Stir
until sugar is dissolved and mixture is well
blended.

4, Cover and chill at least 8 hours before
serving, to let the flavors meld.

$500 Recipe Contest

VEGETARIAN DUE AUG 10

A new year is the perfect time to add more vegetables and
legumes to your diet. We're looking for your go-to Vegetarian
recipe. Enter our January 2021 contest online by August 10.
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Mama's Watermelon Salad

TINA HALL CARTER
HOUSTON COUNTY EC

Serve this vibrant salad as soon as it's
prepared to keep the watermelon crisp
and the greens from wilting.

3 tablespoons extra-virgin olive oil
1 tablespoon balsamic vinegar
Salt and pepper, to taste

2 medium watermelon, diced

12 cups baby greens

1 cup diced cucumber

2 cup chopped mint leaves

s cup crumbled feta cheese

s red onion, sliced very thin

1. In a small bowl, whisk together olive oll,

vinegar, and salt and pepper. Set aside.

2.In a large bowl, combine watermelon,
greens, cucumber, mint, feta and onion.
Drizzle the salad with the vinaigrette and
toss gently to coat evenly.

SERVES 6

Chicken With Confetti Slaw

CHRISTINE HENDERSON
GUADALUPE VALLEY EC

This chilled salad is wonderful on a hot
day. Make it ahead of time to let the
dressing flavors meld, but be sure not to
add the peanuts until just before serving
so they retain their crunch.

DRESSING

2 cup mayonnaise

2 cup prepared French onion dip

1 tablespoon rice vinegar

2 tablespoons toasted sesame seed oil
1 teaspoon garlic powder

1 teaspoon onion powder

1 teaspoon celery salt
1 teaspoon sugar

SALAD

5 cups finely chopped green cabbage

% cup finely chopped carrot

% cup chopped celery

% cup chopped red bell pepper

2 cup finely chopped red onion

2 tablespoons chopped fresh parsley

3 cups shredded cooked chicken

1 cup coarsely chopped dry roasted
peanuts

1.DRESSING Combine all of the
dressing ingredients in a small bowl and
set aside or refrigerate until ready to
make the salad.

2.SALAD Inalarge bowl combine
cabbage, carrot, celery, bell pepper,
onion, parsley and chicken.

3. Add the dressing to the salad and stir
to combine thoroughly.

4. Cover and chill at least 2 hours. Just
before serving, stir in the peanuts.

SERVES 6

WANTED: DEMO HOMESITES FOR 2020 SEASON

Display This Maintenance-Free Pool And SAVE SS!
Call TODAY to Qualify for this Limited-Time Opportunity!

PRE-APPROVED

FINANCING
AVAILABLE!

WE CONSIDER

ANYTHING
ON TRADE!

e

|t
M

VISIT US ON THE WEBLf%°

- WWW.SWIMTEXSUN:COM *

W e e 4 STAYcation at Home in 2020!

'\.-;%*f"g I-B"ﬂ'SWI MTEX (-800-794-6639)

r
i
'Y 2 family owned and operated Jexas Company since 1986.
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ADVANCED DIGITAL
HEARINGAID |
TECHNOLOGY

Now Rechargeable!

Reg: $599:98

Only $299%

Each When You Buy a Pair — LIMITED TIME ONLY!

How can a rechargeable hearing + /" SHOP AT HOME!
aid that costs only $29999 Skip the Clinic
be every bit as good as one that sells with Remote Care

2
for $2,400 or more? “| was amazed! Sounds | hadn’t heard v
The answer: Although tremendous in years came back to me!”
strides have been made in Advanced Digital — Don W., Sherman, TX

Hearing Aid Technology, those cost

reductions have not been passed on CH ARGE AT NIGHT AND GO ALL DAY
to you. Until now...

The MDHearingAid® VOLT uses the
same kind of Advanced Digital RECHARGEABLE ‘

Hearing Aid Technology incorporated into
hearing aids that cost thousands more at a
small fraction of the price.

Over 350,000 satisfied MDHearingAid
customers agree: High-quality,

digital, FDA-registered rechargeable
hearing aids don’t have to cost

a fortune. The fact is, you dor! . ne_ed to If you are not completely satisfied with
spend thousands for a hearing aid. your MDHearingAids, return them

MDHearingAid is a medical-grade digital within 45 days for a FULL REFUND!
rechargeable hearing aid offering

sophistication and high performance, and

works right out of the box with no 1 _800_358_5887 .
time-consuming “adjustment” Nearly Invisible

CHARGING READY

appointments. You can contact a licensed www.MDVolt.com
hearing specialist conveniently online or

by phone — even after your purchase at

no cost. No other company provides such USG Code Kc76

extensive support. Now that you know...

iy o s and get FREE Shipping 9@
MDHearingAid” >

DOCTOR DESIGNED | AUDIOLOGIST TESTED | FDA REGISTERED Proudly assembled in Americali===




HIT THE ROAD

Mysterious Message

Prehistoric rock art at White Shaman Preserve seems to tell a story

BY CHET GARNER

WHO IS THE WHITE SHAMAN? It’s a mystery that has intrigued archaeolo-
gists ever since the discovery of this rock art mural decades ago. I made
the trip to Comstock for my opportunity to ponder the mystery for myself.

You'll find the White Shaman Preserve, owned by San Antonio’s Witte
Museum, on U.S. Highway 90, less than 2 miles from Seminole Canyon
State Park, about halfway between Comstock and Langtry. The surround-
ing landscape, the Lower Pecos Canyonlands, holds hundreds of drawings
and murals dating back 2,000-4,000 years.

After a short hike led by Bryan Bayles, curator of anthropology and
health at the Witte Museum, we climbed a treacherous path to a rock
shelter approximately 30 feet long and 15 feet deep and perched along a
cliff near the Pecos River. A mural, a complicated composition covering
the shelter’s entire wall, includes figures, animals, squiggly lines and dots.
In the middle stands the White Shaman, an ominous figure with tiny
arms and legs. Without an interpreter I could not have understood this
cryptic scene.

As Bayles began to explain, the complexity of the mural came to life.
Figures I didn’t see at first suddenly became clear. Colors that I had
missed became vibrant. And I realized that there was much more to this
mural than my untrained eye could have noticed. According to tradition, a
shaman is a Native American healer and a conduit to the spirit world. And
so it’s believed that this mural tells a spiritual story—perhaps even the
story of creation.

The most amazing aspect is that it was all painted at one time to tell one
story. Deciphering that story’s mystery is something every Texan should try.

ABOVE Bryan Bayles of the Witte Museum stands with Chet.
WEB EXTRA See Chet's video from White Shaman Preserve and check out his

Texplorations on The Daytripper on PBS. Enter online to win the book The White
Shaman Mural by Carolyn E. Boyd.
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Know Before You Go

Some events may have been affected
by COVID-19. Call or check an event's
website for scheduling details.

AUGUST

O 7 New Braunfels [7-8] Whiskey
Myers, (830) 964-3800,
whitewaterrocks.com

Kerrville [7-Sept. 19] Texas:
The Land & the Legacy,

the Art of Robert Pummill,
(830) 896-2553,
museumofwesternart.com

Kerrville [7-8, 14-16, 21-22]
Little Shop of Horrors,

(830) 896-2553,
caillouxtheater.com

/I 3 Edinburg [13-15] Edinburg
UFO Festival, (956) 383-6246,
edinburgufo.com

1 4 Ingram [14-15, 21-22, 28-29]
No Body Like Jimmy,
(830) 367-5121, hcaf.com

Ingram [14-Sept. 18] Point
of View—Hill Country Arts
Foundation Annual Juried
Show, (830) 367-5121,
hcaf.com

/I 5 Kerrville Kids' Triathlon,
(830) 257-7300,
kerrvilletx.gov

Lake Jackson Bird Banding,
(979) 480-0999,
visitbrazosport.com

/I 7 Dallas Inks & Skylines,
(214) 712-7040, reunion
tower.com/hours-events/

2 /‘ Tyler [21-23] Texas Rose
Breed Show, (817) 683-8284,
texasrosehorsepark.com

2 2 Lakeway Cool Arts Sales &
Studio Tour, (512) 261-1010,
lakeway-tx.gov

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM



2 3 Castroville St. Louis Day
Celebration, (830) 931-2826,
saintlouisday.com

Tyler Western Dressage Lite,

(903) 882-8696,
texasrosehorsepark.com

2 8 Kerrville Blackwood

Singers, (830) 896-9393,
caillouxtheater.com

2 9 College Station Dancing
for the Health of It! Back
to the '80s, (979) 774-4176

Kerrville River Roadster
Show, (830) 257-7300,
kerrvilletx.gov

SEPTEMBER
O 2 Tyler [2-6] Texas Rose

Sporthorse Cup,
(903) 882-8696,
texasrosehorsepark.com

O 3 La Grange [3-6] Fayette

County Fair, (979) 702-2426,
fayettecountyfair.org

O 5 Doss VFD Benefit Fish Fry,
(830) 669-2352, dossvfd.org

Fort McKavett New
Exhibit Debut and Movie
Screening, (325) 396-2358

Hilltop Lakes Equestrian
Association Kentucky
Derby Gala, (713) 503-0470

McKinney [5-Feb. 15]
Dinosaurs Live!,
(972) 562-5566,
heardmuseum.org

Submit Your Event

We pick events for the magazine directly
from TexasCoopPower.com. Submit your
event online for October by August 10, and
it just might be featured in this calendar.

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

BECOME A
VOLUNTEER
FIREFIGHTER.
'AND SERVE YOUR

COMMUNITY

THE STATE OF TEXAS
NEEDS VOLUNTEERS

Go online or call to apply today
VOLUNTEERFIREFIGHTER.ORG
855.VOL.FIRE

PREPEAR.
“TO LOVE IT/k

Perini
Ranch

Getaway Contest Situated south of Houston,

_ Pearland is both a destination
Enter online for a chance

to Win an Overnight all itS own al’ld the ultlmate
getaway to picturesque starting point to exploring
Perini Ranch Guest

Quarters and meal at the Texas Gulf Coast region.

Perini Ranch Steakhouse Prepare to love it!
in Buffalo Gap!

Visit Pearland B4
Enter Today —Texai—
TexasCoopPower.com

VisitPearland.com
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FOCUS ON TEXAS

This month, our readers blew us out of the
I I e a er water with terrific catches that flowed in from
around the state. Texas photographers of all

ages take amazing nature shots like a duck
takes to water. You'll be in hot water if you
miss out, so let's get quackin'’!

GRACE FULTZ

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP
STEVEN CHERNOSKY
BRYAN TEXAS UTILITIES
"Social distancing

on the Brazos River
at sunset near

Batts Ferry.”

KAREN FULGHUM
BANDERA EC

"My husband, Mike
Fulghum, skiing on
beautiful Medina
Lake years ago.”

MARIA FRIESSEN
LAMAR ELECTRIC

A stream rushes by
after a March rain
in Brookston.
JAMIE B. WAGNER
PEDERNALES EC
Tricolored heron
wading in the salt
marsh on South
Padre Island.
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Upcoming Contests

puE AUG 10 On Wheels
DUE sep 10 Forests
pue ocT 10 Saddles

Enter online and review submission rules at
TexasCoopPower.com/Contests.

WEB EXTRA See Focus on Texas on our
website for more photos from readers.

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

AUGUST 2020

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP

YEISHA CULP
GRAYSON-COLLIN EC

“My 10-year-old
daughter, Jacque,
took this while playing
in the backyard.”
ANNE LEHNICK
BLUEBONNET EC
"Skyler at 22 feeding
the seagulls in Rock-
port with her dad.”
TINA WEBB
BLUEBONNET EC

"My son, Colin, is an
avid fisherman. One
of his favorite spots,
as seen here, is Lake
Somerville.”

JASMINE CHANDLER
GRAYSON-COLLIN EC
Chandler's son, Beau,
and husband, Kai, play
in Lake Bridgeport.
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OBSERVATIONS

Coming Home

The wonders of Texas prepared
distinguished poets to appreciate
America's national parks

STORY AND PHOTO

BY KARLA K. MORTON
AND ALAN BIRKELBACH

38 TEXAS CO-OP POWER AUGUST 2020

THE NATIONAL PARKS are America’s
priceless treasures. These lands still
need those who are willing to give their
time and hearts to make sure the parks
continue to be protected.

As poets laureate, this was our calling:
to visit all 62 national parks and write
poems and take photos for each, with a
percentage of our book sales going back
to the national parks.

We, however, are Texas poets laureate.
There are new meanings of grand. Even
by national park standards, Texas stands
up: Big Bend, Guadalupe Mountains,
ocean, plains, Big Thicket. Because our
eyes were already widened by Texas, we
had the capacity to appreciate all the
wonders the national parks had to offer.

Certain things should never fall out of

karla k. morton'’s suit-
case at White Sands
National Park.

WEB EXTRA

Enter online to win
morton and Birkelbach's
book, The National Parks:
A Century of Grace.

social consciousness. In this digital age,
there is no replacement for nature at its
most profound. Wonder cannot be
exported or imported but can be
captured with words—and those words
can travel unlimited miles.

The parks are a gift, a legacy, some-
thing uniquely American. What better
way to instill inspiration in our fellow
humans than by bringing these beauties,
in the form of books, into their homes.
We believe poetry is every person’s art,
just as the national parks are every
person’s inheritance.

Texas was built on big dreams and big
quests. Had we lived in a lesser state—
another state—we would not have
had that in our blood. It prepared us
culturally to think beyond borders, to
think past the horizon.

Travel doesn’t make San Antonio or
Fort Worth less iconic. Texas prepares
you for wide-accepting visions and
makes you appreciate home even more.

Alot of the early parks were created
under monumentalism. Consider the
Alamo, the Chisholm Trail and Willie
Nelson—is there anything more
monumental than Texas?

This is what we came home to, and
still come home to—every time.

Texas has a rich and deep literary
history. We were spoon-fed this from our
youth. Like Homer recounting the
journey of Odysseus, we longed to be the
eyes and ears for the homebound, to
bring our tales back to the hearth.

We’re certainly not the first artists who
believe inspiration could come through
great natural beauty, who have fallen in
love with the grandeur of our national
parks, but we wanted to take it one step
further and try to do something incredi-
ble: to infuse that beauty into the written
word—the eternal language of poetry. @
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63057/63150
56668
63094 shown

At Harbor Freight Tools, the “ Cnmpare to” price means that the s
advertised for sale at or above the “Compare to” price by another
may vary by location. No other meaning of *Compare to” should be implie

Exp. 10/1/20*

1 Rapld Pump®1.5Ton
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| FloorJack
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! compare to
1 K Tool

KTI63094
5151.42
ITEM 64552
64832/64980
64545 shown
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comparison, which is an item with the same or similar function, was
retailer in the within the past 90 days. Prices advertised by others
d. For more information, go to HarborFreight.com or see store associate.




GetTV.

$ Get $100.
Add Internet.
Get $200.

Visa® Prepaid Card

1234 SLk7Y46 9012 345k

4000

Save a Bundle Gift Card gy UL/25 VISA

Mention code Card100 when you order TV only.
Mention code Card200 when you order both TV and internet services.

I Counesg of GoDISH.com with'activation, certain conditions apply.
. Free $200 VISA Gift Card when you order a qualifying service (premium customer qualification only).

597 i
month 7z Blazing-Fas
Interne

2-YEARTV PRICE LOCK'

S

month
for Internet

It's All Included!

Per Mo,
for Internep

+ Includes 190 Channels with Locals

« Includes Hopper Smart HD DVR )
« Includes HD Programming * Speeds from 25MbpS 1 GbPS

« Includes One TV, Add More for $5/ea. *No Mat.ter Wh.er? You Live
« Includes Voice Remote «..cinmcmsiome « Now with Unlimited Data!

& FOX @cBs %@@Ezz P Save up to $20/month!

$ off discount offers vary by service address. TV service not required for Internet.

[] Speeds and prices vary by provider Call for details or visit godish com/internet
$30/mo unless
Ch I you call to cancel. . . H
anneis godish.com/pricelock O, 3¢ Habla

Espafiol!

NETFLIX | =i 1-866-290-7151 [s 18]

Mon-Fri: 7am-10pm « Sat: 7am-9pm « Sun: 10am-7pm Central Time Authorized Retailer

Discovery

Offer for new and qualifying former customers only. Important Terms and Conditions

Qualification: Advertised price requires credit quahﬁmﬁon and 24-month commitment. Upfront activation and/or receiver upgrade fees may apply based on credit qualification. Offer ends 1/13/21. 2-Year
Commitment: Early termination fee of $20/mo. remaining applies if you cancel early. Included in 2-year price guarantee at $59.99 advertised price: America's Top 120 programming package, local channels,
HD service fees, and Hopper Duo Smart DVR for 1 TV. Included in 2-year price guarantee for additional cost: Programming package upgrades (574.99 for AT120+, $84.99 for AT200, $94.99 for AT250), monthly
fees for upgraded or additional receivers ($5-$7 per additional TV, receivers with additional functionality may be $10-S15). Regional Sports: RSN Surcharge up to $3/mo. applies to AT120+ and higher
packages and varies based on location. NOT included in 2-year price guarantee or advertised price (and subject to change): Taxes & surcharges, add-on programming (including premium channels), DISH
Protect, and transactional fees. Premium Channels: 3 Mos. Free: After 3 mos., you will be billed $30/mo. for Showtime, Starz, and DISH Movie Pack unless you call or go online to cancel. Remote: The DISH Voice
Remote with the Google Assistant requires internet-connected Hopper, Joey, or Wally device. Customer must press Voice Remote button to activate feature. The Google Assistant Smart Home features require
Google account and compatible devices. Google is a trademark of Google LLC. Other: Netflix streaming membership required. All packages, programming, features, and functionality and all prices and fees
notincluded in price lock are subject to change without notice. After 6 mos., if selected, you will be billed $9.99/mo. for DISH Protect Silver unless you call to cancel. After 2 years, then-current everyday prices
for all services apply. For business customers, additional monthly fees may apply. Free standard professional installation only. Indiana C.P.D Reg. No. - 19-08615. ©2020 GoDISH.com. All rights reserved
Internet speeds, prices, and providers vary by customer address. $40 price refers to widely available plan from multiple providers. Restrictions apply. Nationwide availability of 25 Mbps plan is subject to
change without notice. The application o?‘Uan'\Led Data with no Hard Data Limits” varies by provider, but commonly mean that your access to the internet will not be stopped by going over a data limit,
but that speeds may be lowered. Call for details. Internet not provided by DISH and will be billed separately.





